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But there have long been similar activities peculiar to
the convents of the Sacred Heart, and herein lies a problem
which must needs beset any school with a well-defined
tradition. There are, on the one hand, obvious advantages
in bringing schoolgirls into touch with a movement so
vast and so eminently national, that will some day make
a call upon their powers of devotion or of intelligent
leadership. But, on the other hand, a school may lose far
more than it will gain by transferring outside itself the
centre of its interests and its loyalties. Certain it is,
however, that the best preparation for social work in the
world is to learn to think clearly and to sacrifice oneself
with courage. Girls who have learned this lesson will
be ready for future opportunities.
There is one duty particularly necessary for the past
pupils of any school, namely, the furthering of their in-
tellectual education. In Belgium, as in other countries, a
certain number of the old gkls will pass into the University,
but if the Society is to equip its children for the need of the
world to-day some well-planned courses of study must be
provided for all who can benefit by them. Such courses
are being everywhere organised. They take the form
generally of lectures on philosophy and social science,
training in teaching and domestic economy, or more
specialised literary work.
The fours comptimenfaires of the convent at Antwerp
and the tours superieurs of Iselles speak well for the
serious outlook and steady application to study of the
Belgian girl. Ixelles, which offers very little in the way of
official diplomas, counts some two hundred students, a
number of whom are boarders, 10 the charming modern
btiilding lately erected for them. The majority are ** old
children" from different convents in Belgium, though a